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Table of Contents“At a university that has
an entrepreneurship class
or club in every corner,
Emergence offers a novel
and fresh perspective on
what it means to cultivate
entrepreneurship in a
socially conscious way.
The Emergence Program
isn’t afraid to wrestle with
the tough questions of
how to balance growth
with impact” - 2023
Cohort Participant.



Thought leadership,
research and coursework

inspires new entrepreneurs
to address key societal and
planetary health challenges

through innovation. 

Education

 Accelerator supports early-
stage entrepreneurs
building high impact

innovations that address
societal and planetary

health issues. 

Acceleration

Our ecosystem of public/
private partners supports

scaling successful ventures
led by Stanford students

and faculty driving systemic
change. 

Impact Ventures

Societal
Health
Issues

Planet
Health 
Issues

Our collaborative ecosystem supports innovators throughout this journey.

Building a Pipeline of Impact-Driven Innovations

Ecosystem

Emergence is a new initiative at Stanford University with the goals of 1) catalyzing impact-
entrepreneurship to address systemic challenges in the health of our society and planet and 2)
shifting the culture of the innovation ecosystem to be more mission-driven and inclusive. We build
educational programs that develop the next generation of socially and environmentally conscious
leaders and an ecosystem of partnerships and funding to catalyze and scale impactful innovations.  

Our mission is to inspire, educate, and support the next generation of innovators to improve societal
and planetary health through impact entrepreneurship. To achieve its mission Emergence focuses on
three core areas: education, acceleration, and ecosystem building.

Overview 
About Us
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Societal 
Health Problems

Students learn
about and work
on specific major
societal health
problems (mental
health, food,
global health,
housing etc.).

Community
Partners

Teams
collaborate
closely with
community
partners to
innovate for a
specific problem
area. 

Biodesign and
Impact  Innovation
Process

Students put
learning into
practice using
systems thinking
and the
Biodesign
Innovation
process.

Aligning
Business Models
w/Impact

Students develop
Business Models
to scale their
innovations
working with the
private and public
sectors as well as
communities. 

Mission
Aligned Capital 

Students engage
with mission
aligned investors
to understand
the funding
landscape and
financial
strategies
aligned with
social impact. 

Education 

Biodesign & Entrepreneurship for Societal Health Course
Addressing the complex health challenges of the twenty-first century requires a new
approach to health innovation. Our Biodesign and Entrepreneurship for Societal Health
course takes students on a journey to address some of the most fundamental systemic
drivers of health such as food security, mental health, and misinformation through the lens of
innovation and entrepreneurship.  We have described our innovation framework for Systemic
Drives of Health in this SSIR article. 

In our course, students learn about the scientific and economic opportunities for innovating in
these problem areas. Through team based projects, mentorship, and collaboration with
community partners, they learn how to apply the biodesign process and impact framework to
design innovations to improve societal health outcomes at scale. 

Example Community Partners 

Inspiring Impact-Driven Entrepreneurs 
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https://ssir.org/articles/entry/systemic_drivers_of_health


Healthcare Access 

 Problem: Individuals with manual
intensive jobs suffer from stress
injuries causing permanent injuries
and missed work. Detection of early-
onset stress injuries and promoting
proper biomechanics can reduce
strain on employers and prevent long-
term injuries for employees.

Solution: Student team created
Backbone to provide a mobile PT/
chiropractic clinic that visits
worksites monthly. In addition an app
allows workers to connect to
healthcare teams in real-time.

Community Partners

Course Problem Vignette - 2024 Examples

Food Insecurity

Problem: 40.5 million Americans in
designated food deserts face limited
access to fresh food, contributing to
food insecurity. Improving access to
healthy foods and reducing waste are
crucial steps in addressing food
insecurity and promoting public
health. 

Solution: Student team created
SNAPPY to connect SNAP users to
grocery stores, food banks, and
delivery services to provide access to
healthy food that meets their
financial restraints.

Community Partners
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Course Problem Vignette - 2024 Examples

Mental Health 

Problem: The link between chronic
illness and mental health challenges
is strong, with untreated depression
exacerbating symptoms and
impacting overall well-being.
Recognizing and addressing mental
health in chronic disease
management is crucial for improved
health outcomes. 

Solution: Student team created
GreenScreen to improve mental
health outcomes of refugees by
offering a more effective way to
complete immigration paperwork,
decreases legal fees and stress.

Community Partners

Climate Change

Problem: Climate change causes
increasing extreme events and sever
floods in vulnerable communities
leading to loss of life, property and
diminished livelihoods. Creating a
better way to communicate disaster
information to at risk communities in
floodplains is imperative for better
planning.

Solution: Student team created Safe
Alert which uses geo-location to
provide targeted messages to people
in at risk disaster areas to inform
them of actions and resources
available during flooding events.

Community Partners
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Ecosystem Networks 

Innovations to improve health 20

New Impact-Driven Entrepreneurs70

Problem needs created with partners20

Industry and community mentors40+

Community partners20

Course Impact at a Glance
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“This course is an amazing way to actively learn skills that are
incredibly useful beyond the course and you have an opportunity to

have a meaningful impact on a health topic of your choosing” - 2024
Course Participant.



Student Accelerator Program 
The Emergence Student Accelerator Program supports a cohort of highly driven social and
environmental student entrepreneurs each year from across campus. Through key impact
entrepreneurship workshops, coaching from successful founders, one-on-one mentorship from
industry professionals, and facilitated networking and connections to prospective funders,
students are supported to ideate, develop, and launch impact driven innovations that address
our most pressing challenges. The Accelerator Program includes the following key components: 

Acceleration
Supporting Early-Stage Impact-Driven Entrepreneurs 

Mentorship

Students are
connected to
industry
professionals in
their focus area
to gain feedback
as they refine/
scale their
innovations for
success.

Coaching

Through regular
1:1 coaching with
a successful
founder,
students
troubleshoot
areas of
development
and personal
leadership. 

Education

Students learn
the fundamentals
of impact
entrepreneurship
and are
supported to
incorporate
learning into
their innovation
via focused
workshops.

Prospective
Funders

Where relevant, 
students receive
facilitated
connections to
aligned
prospective
funders (VC's,
Foundations etc.)
to support the
launch and scaling
of their
innovations. 

Visibility &
Networking

Students are
connected to a
network of
private and
public sector
partners and gain
visibility via peer
gatherings,
convenings, an
annual Summit,
and investor
pitch events.

FOUNDER,
CONNECTED & THE

LEAD OF EMERGENCE
PROGRAMS

Oliver Waterhouse
Co-Founder, Base

Genomics , Visiting
Scholar Emergence

Hedi Razavi
Co-Founder, Keewi Inc
& Director of Products

at  C3.ai

Melanie Edwards
Founder, Mobile Metrix
& Adjunct Professor at

Stanford University

Aidin Aghamiri
Co-Founder, IT Renew

& The 1870 Society

Example Coaches 
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Rauf Khan
MBA, MS Envir. Science

Vanilla AI enables sales/
installation for clean tech

OEMs and contractors. 

Hamza Farrukh
MBA

Hydrosun Technologies
combines VCM with renewable

technologies to serve clean
water to millions. 

Farzaan Kaiyom
MS Computer Science

Beaker uses brands’ data to
produce transparent

sustainability reporting on
the company/product level.

Dawn Androphy
MBA

Allswell is building the
future of behavioral health
for LGBTQ+ through  virtual

group therapy.

Emily Olick Llano
MA Policy & Leadership

Avanza Education is a tech-
enabled venture that

transforms college access
for undocumented students. 

Alex Powers
PhD Chemistry

Flex Therapeutics is
addressing urgent global

health challenges, through
AI-powered drug discovery.

Student Accelerator Initiatives - 2024

Sophia Fang
MBA

Peachy Day is a migraine
care app with personalized
health tracking, access to

neurologists, and coaching. 

Sofie Roux
BS Civil Engineering

BloomBox Design Labs
(BBDL) is an approach to

achieving universal STEAM
education access.

Joseph Kao
MS Management Studies

CircuBat's battery diagnostic
solution is revolutionizing EV
battery repurposing for on-

grid storage.

Tomo Kumahira,
& Ryo Takanashi, 
MBA/MS & MBA/EIPER 

Mizu Risk Lab offers next-
generation water risk

analytics for agricultural
banks and asset owners. 

Johanna von der
Leyen & Ruth Appel

MA Inter. Policy & PhD
Communications

NatureAssets is unlocking
nature-based solutions

investments for companies. 

Sheel Sansare
MS Structural

Engineering

Spect AI is a web platform
that helps the construction
industry reduce waste and

deliver projects on time.
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Wes Rodriguez
MBA

Reset provides a financial
platform that couples daily

access to income with
financial planning.

Anna Vladymyrska
MA International Policy

AI Merch is revolutionizing the
food/retail industry by reducing

waste and promoting
sustainability.

Samuel Liu
PhD MS&E

Bent is a co-living service
platform to make shared

living seamless for residents
and landlords alike. 

MBA/MS Public Policy
Sebastián Espinoza

Mi Tribu is a digital platform to
support parenthood from

fertility, through pregnancy
and postpartum into early

childhood. 

Yi (Wolf) Zhang
PhD Chemicals and

Systems Biology

MedHug makes medications
more affordable and

accessible.

Charlotte Weiner
MBA

Frontdoor is an end-to-end
application and recertification

tool for SNAP.

Chris Knight
PhD Biology

Understory revolutionizes
environmental management

and biodiversity tracking.

Priyanka Ladha
MBA

Kridha Inc. is building
intelligent real-time fashion

dataset which the fashion
industry can build upon. 

Gabriella Dweck &
Kelly Redmond 

MS Design Impact

Oleo Sustainable Palm Oil
Solutions (SPOS) transforms
biomass waste streams into a
sustainable replacement for

palm oil.

Anjali Surana
BA Economics

FindHer empowers women’s
job search with necessary
information they need to

make informed career
decisions. 

Bear Vasquez
MBA

Atreides  allows municipalities,
countries, and individuals to

efficiently track, trade,
analyze, and pay for water in a

decentralized manner.

FindHer

Student Accelerator Initiatives - 2023
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Ecosystem Networks 

Student Accelerator Program 

The Stanford Emergence Accelerator Program
transformed the trajectory of my impact venture
equipping me with vital industry connections
and expert mentorship that readied me for
launching my impact entrepreneurship after
graduation. 2024 Cohort, Joseph

“The Emergence Accelerator Program transformed the trajectory of
my impact venture, equipping me with vital industry connections and

expert mentorship that readied me for launching my impact
entrepreneurship after graduation” - 2024 Cohort Participant.

Innovations by early-stage Impact
Entrepreneurs across Stanford Departments23

Industry mentors 100+

Accelerator Impact at a Glance

Funding partners40+

Dollars collectively raised by students to
launch innovations tackling societal &
planetary health challenges

8.5M+
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Impact Entrepreneurship Summit 
The Annual Stanford Emergence Impact Entrepreneurship Summit brings together the
Emergence cross-sector ecosystem of collaborators from Stanford, Industry, Government,
Venture Capital, Family Office, and Philanthropy to celebrate and showcase research, founders,
initiatives and examples of impactful innovation.  

Ecosystem 

Stanford Thought Leadership Workshops
Addressing systemic challenges requires a fresh approach to entrepreneurship and venture
creation. We have a significant opportunity at Stanford to develop new educational content, seed
innovative research, and incubate emerging ideas to accelerate the translation of research to
impact. Stanford Emergence Thought Leadership Workshops bring together groups at Stanford
that share this vision and are addressing the problem from different perspectives to build on
synergies, identify needs, and foster learning and collaboration.

Impact Networks
We create collaborative networks within our ecosystem that empower next-generation impact
entrepreneurs emerging from Stanford University and foster relationships to drive meaningful
impact. To-date our curated networks include: the Stanford Community Network, Founder
Network, Industry Mentor Network, Funding Network, and Next Generation Innovator Network.
Together, these networks make up our supportive ecosystem,  nurturing innovation and driving
positive change.

Building an Ecosystem of Cross-Sector Partnerships 
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Ecosystem Networks 

Student Accelerator Program 

The Stanford Emergence Accelerator Program
transformed the trajectory of my impact venture
equipping me with vital industry connections
and expert mentorship that readied me for
launching my impact entrepreneurship after
graduation. 2024 Cohort, Joseph

Participants across sectors attend our
Impact Entrepreneurship Summit

“Really loved the event and an interdisciplinary collaborative as
such is long overdue. So delighted that this group has worked on
gathering such a similar minded and diverse group to amplify the

movement”  - 2024 Impact Summit Participant.

350

Student Innovators in our Next
Generation Innovator Network 

280+

Ecosystem Impact at a Glance

Organizations and individuals in our
Funding Network

50+

Professionals in our Industry Mentor
Network

100+

Organizations and Departments in our
Stanford Community Network

15
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Students' Voices
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“I felt so seen and lifted up by the team and founders in the Accelerator, and
grateful to have been part of something truly special. I feel braver and more
confident to go into the world and share my work, knowing I have a vibrant and
trailblazing community of leaders, mentors and fellow founders to fall back on and
to get re-energized and inspired by.” 2024 Accelerator Participant

“Emergence was a deeply important space for me during my time at the GSB. It
was so affirming to be surrounded by a community of impact-first entrepreneurs
and exciting to be given tools to scale sustainable models for impact.”
 2024 Accelerator Participant

“Emergence equipped me with the tools to align my scientific expertise with a
clear vision for social impact, enabling me to envision my venture not just as a
biotech/pharma company, but as a catalyst for positive change in global health.”
2024 Accelerator Participant

“Had it not been for Emergence, I am certain my venture would not be where it is
today. I highly recommend this program to other founders who are working on
social ventures. The resources and support you will receive are invaluable.” 
2024 Accelerator Participant

“Definitely my favorite BioDesign Course and I honestly think the idea of societal
entrepreneurship is something every Stanford student should learn before
graduating. It was really fun, and I met a lot of amazing people in the industry.”
2023 Class Participant

“I have never learned more or been more inspired from a class – I wish I could
take it twice! It was extremely adaptable, and the professors and other students
were incredible. 10/10!.” 2023 Class Participant

“As a team who has gone through many of Stanford's other entrepreneurship
accelerators and programs, we often felt that our unique concerns and needs as
impact entrepreneurs were either secondary or not addressed at all. Emergence
provided us with invaluable mentorship and learnings on this front that greatly
complemented what we learned about entrepreneurship more broadly. ” 
2024 Accelerator Participant

https://www.voiceintegrativeschool.com/school-life/our-students-voices/


Dear Friends of Emergence, 

We are excited to announce that the Emergence Program is joining the
Department of Medicine, Stanford Prevention Research Center (SPRC). This
strategic move marks a significant milestone in our mission, as it aligns with our
shared vision to cultivate a new ecosystem for health innovation and
entrepreneurship, focusing on upstream and preventive innovations that increase
health equity and improve health outcomes. We are deeply grateful to the
Bioengineering department and The Byers Center for Biodesign for
administratively hosting and supporting Emergence in the past few years and will
continue our collaboration in developing course work, research, and community
development. 

Looking to the academic year ahead, we will expand our programming in:

Education and Thought Leadership: We will continue to develop innovation
frameworks and methodologies to improve health equity and outcomes
through preventive innovations such as food and nutrition, environmental
health, health literacy, community wellness, sports equity, healthcare access,
and more.
Strengthening Collaborations: We will strengthen key collaborations within
Stanford and with external stakeholders (industry leaders, venture
capitalists, and foundations) to translate preventative medicine research into
measurable outcomes.
Supporting Faculty and Student Innovators: We will work with a select group
of faculty and students to support translation of their research to commercial
and impactful innovations. 

We invite you to join us on this impactful journey towards creating a more
preventative, equitable, and holistic healthcare system. Please reach out to us to
learn more and get involved! 

Looking Ahead 
2024-2025 Academic Year and Beyond!

FOUNDER,
CONNECTED & THE

LEAD OF EMERGENCE
PROGRAMS
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Team Emergence Team

Narges Baniasadi
Founder & Executive

Director at Emergence

Sooni Gillett
Director of Programs at

Emergence & Social
Impact Entrepreneur

Michelle De Haaff
Course Instructor at

Emergence & Associate
Director at Biodesign
Digital Health Leader

Pedram Afshar
Course Instructor at

Emergence & Founder  
at Sage Health 

Oliver Waterhouse
Advisor at Emergence &

Co-Founder at Base
Genomics

Sam McClure
Advisor at Emergence &
Startup Law at Stanford

Law School 

Tim Joehnk
Advisor at Emergence &

Director Northern
Germany Innovation

Office

Aidin Aghamiri
Advisor at Emergence &
Co-Founder at ITRenew

Prof. Stephen Luby
Faculty Advisor at

Emergence & Professor
at Stanford Woods
Institute & Medical

School

Prof. Sara Singer
Faculty Advisor at

Emergence & Professor
at Stanford GSB &

Medical School

Prof. Chuck Easley
Faculty Advisor at

Emergence & Professor
at Stanford Management

Science & Engineering

Prof. Jennifer Cochran
Faculty Advisor at

Emergence & Sr. Associate
Vice Provost for Research

Bioengineering at Stanford
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Thank you to our Donors & Supporters

 emergence.stanford.edu
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